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August 2021 
 
 

Dear Religion Coordinator 

It is my pleasure to present to you the Department of Catholic School’s Religion Coordinator Handbook. This 
handbook will serve as an important resource in your continuing efforts to enhance the effectiveness of 
religious instruction and catechesis in your school. 

The Congregation for Catholic Education, in The Religious Dimension of Education in a Catholic School, 
clearly defines the importance of religious instruction in our schools: 

The Catholic school finds its true justification in the mission of the Church. Through it, the 
local Church evangelizes, educates, and contributes to the formation of a healthy and morally 
sound life-style among its members. 

 
While the Catholic school is like any other school in the complex variety of events that make 
up the life of the school, there is one essential difference: it draws its inspiration and its strength 
from the Gospel in which it is rooted…The special character of the Catholic school and the 
underlying reason for its existence, the reason why Catholic parents should prefer it, is 
precisely the quality of the religious instruction integrated into the overall education of the 
students. 

 
Although all areas of your school’ curricular and extra-curricular programs play an important part in the 
development of its Catholic identity and climate, the quality and faithfulness of its school’s program of 
religious education cannot be overestimated. 

 
This Handbook includes directives, guidelines, and resources that will assist you in the further deepening and 
development of your school’s Catholic identity and mission. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Tara Rolle 
 

Associate Superintendent  
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Religious Education Mission Statement 
 

The Catholic schools and parish religious education programs of the Archdiocese of San Francisco 
are dedicated to the mission of providing our young people with a catechetical program that will 
help them to grow in faith, hope and love. 

 

We are dedicated to staffing these programs with well-trained catechists, each of whom will serve 
as authentic role models of Catholic faith. We will provide these catechists with excellent resources 
for instruction, prayer, service opportunities and community-building activities. 

In partnership with parents, the primary educators of children in the ways of faith, it is our goal to 
help children deepen their understanding of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. With God’s help, 
our efforts will assist students’ growth into adults whose faith is “living, conscious and active.” 
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Religious Education Philosophy Statement 
 

The aim of catechesis is to help students grow in “communion and intimacy with Jesus 
Christ.”1 Included in the catechetical mission of the Church is the call: 

• To foster in each student a clear understanding of the Word of God fully revealed through 
the message and person of Jesus Christ and lived through the teachings and practices of 
the Catholic Church 

 
• To create Christian Community in the classroom, marked by a spirit of Christian love and 

morality, so that students can see God’s presence in themselves and in all people 
 

• To provide opportunities for Christian Worship through frequent celebrations of the 
sacraments, the liturgical year, and other prayer experiences 

 

• To provide a variety of opportunities for students to be of Service to the Church, the local 
community, and the world.2 

 
 

In living out this calling, catechists in parishes and schools help their students’ faith become 
“living, conscious, and active.”3 We recognize that the parish is the preeminent place for 
catechesis and that the efforts of both parish and school catechists will bear fruit in their 
students’ active participation in the sacramental and community life of the local church. 

We recognize parents as the primary educators of their children in the ways of faith. It is in the 
family that young people first hear God’s loving invitation and make their first response in faith. 
We also recognize that an active faith life is not always present in many of our students’ homes. 
Given this reality, catechists are given the task not only to provide solid religious instruction 
but also to evangelize the students entrusted to them. 

Catechists, through their good example4 and effective teaching, are called to help students 
deepen their awareness of the Triune God’s presence in their lives.5 Through these efforts of 
evangelization and catechesis, students will be able to grow in faith, hope, and love and in the 
practice of their faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 General Directory for Catechesis, no. 71; Catechesis Tradendae, no. 5 
2 Sharing the Light of Faith, no. 30; General Directory for Catechesis, nos. 85-87 
3 Sharing the Light of Faith, no. 32 
4 The Religious Dimension of Education in a Catholic School, no. 96 
5 General Directory for Catechesis, no. 82 



August 2021 6  

Elementary School Religion Directives 
 

Religion Curriculum Development 
Each school should have a well-defined K-8 Religion curriculum that is consistent with its Mission and Philosophy 
Statements and is adapted to the needs of the school’s local ethos, history, and student population. The Department of 
Catholic Schools Elementary Schools Religion Curriculum Guidelines are to serve as the basis for all local Catholic 
schools’ Religion curriculums. 

Students have the right to know what the Church teaches. For this reason, individual Religion teachers are not allowed, 
at their own discretion, to depart from the local school’s Religion curriculum in order to adopt and implement one of 
their own making. The result could be that major areas of catechetical instruction, mandated by the universal Church 
in The General Directory for Catechesis and the United States Bishops’ Sharing the Light of Faith: the National 
Catechetical Directory, could be omitted for some students. 

Regular consultation between the local school principal, pastor, religion coordinator, and teachers with the Department 
of Catholic Schools will ensure that our catechetical efforts are comprehensive, meaningful, and effective. 

Religion Coordinators/Religion Coordination 
Using the Elementary School Religion Coordination Check List principals, in fulfillment of their roles as the spiritual 
leaders of their schools, on an annual basis, are to review each area of responsibility in the area of “Religion 
Coordination.” Although major components of this key area may be delegated to a “Religion Coordinator” or to a 
“Religion Coordination Team,” it is the primary responsibility of the principal to ensure that the following areas of the 
school’s religious and spiritual life are provided for: 

Promoting a Knowledge of the Faith 
• Local implementation of K-8 Religion Learning Outcomes 
• Teacher Religion Certification training 
• Observation of Religion teachers classroom performance 
• Oversight of Family Life/Human Sexuality program 
• WASC Religion In-Depth review 
• ACRE testing coordination 

 

Fostering Authentic Christian Community 
• Implementation of programs and processes that enhance or initiate a sense of Christian community in all 

areas of the school program 
• Coordinate display of various signs/symbols of Catholic faith in all public areas of the school facility 
• Collaborate with parish staff in regarding opportunities for parent faith formation 
• In collaboration with pastor, attend to the spiritual/pastoral needs of students, parents, faculty and staff 

 

Catholic Spirituality and Worship 
• Plan annual faculty/staff retreat and other regularly scheduled prayer services 
• Oversee preparation of student body liturgical and paraliturgical celebrations 
• Oversee local site celebrations of liturgical year 
• Coordinate with parish pastor and/or director of religious education students preparation for their first 

confession and first communion liturgies 
• Encourage faculty participation in a variety of opportunities of for spiritual growth (retreats, School of 

Pastoral Leadership, Young Adult Ministry Programs, parish involvement) 
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Service to Others 
• Coordinate/implement age-appropriate service-learning experiences 
• Integrate principals of Catholic Social Teachings throughout all curricular areas 
• Oversee Mission Awareness Program (coordinate with Archdiocesan Propagation of the Faith Office) 
• Integrate Vocation awareness concepts at all levels of the Religion program 

 
Religious Education Time Allotments 

The total weekly time allotments indicated in the Department of Catholic Schools’ Administrators Reference 
Guide are to be strictly observed, but the time may be blocked into three, four or five weekly periods as directed 
by the adopted text or the established school curriculum. 

Kindergarten   --   150 minutes per week Grades 

1-3     --     150 minutes per week Grades 4-8          

--         200 minutes per week 

Appropriately, planned liturgical experiences, formally integrated into the school program, may be 
reckoned as part of the time allotment on a limited basis. 

Family Life/Human Sexuality instruction may be counted as part of the Religion allotment as long as such 
instruction is incorporated as part of a Religion textbook series or stand-alone Family Life series approved by the 
Department of Catholic Schools. 

Grading and Reporting 
Student assessment in Religion is to be tested, evaluated, graded and reported using the same procedures 
established by the school for other subjects in the curriculum, in accord with the guidelines outlined in the 
Administrators’ Reference Guide. Such assessment may include: regularly scheduled quizzes and tests, written 
work, student presentations, group projects, and portfolios. 

Student progress may be reported by the use of the conventional “A-F” grading scale. These grades may only 
reflect the students’ academic performance and knowledge of the content of Catholic doctrine as covered in the 
approved textbooks. Under no circumstances is it appropriate to base a student’s Religion grade on his/her 
agreement with the Catholic faith or his/her participation in the life of a local Catholic parish. Special care must 
be given to non-Catholic and non-Christian students in order to ensure that they realize that the grade they earn 
in Religion is based, not on their adherence to Catholic beliefs and values, but on their mastery of the objective 
material taught in accordance with the textbook. 



August 2021 8  

Job description of the Religion Coordinator 
 
 

JOB TITLE Religion Coordinator 

REPORTS TO: Principal 

PRIMARY FUNCTION: 

To assist the principal in the formation of the school’s Catholic identity and mission through the 
development of a sound program of Religion curriculum and instruction. The creation of a sense of 
Christian community among all members of the school, the frequent celebration of the liturgical year 
through the sacraments and other formal and informal liturgies, and by providing students ample 
opportunities to learn about their faith through various acts of service. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

1. A believing and practicing Catholic 
2. Three years of experience as a Catholic school teacher 
3.Excellent human relations and communication skills 
4. The ability to develop, implement, and evaluate various programs that foster the school’s Catholic 

identity 
5. Basic Religion Certification 

 
DUTIES: 

The Religion Coordinator shall assist the principal in the following: 

1. The development of a local Religion Curriculum based on guidelines published in the Department of 
Catholic Schools’ Elementary Schools Religion Curriculum. 

 
2. Regular evaluations of the effectiveness of the school’s Religion program (through formal and informal 

meetings, articulation among grade levels, the use of the ACRE Survey, and the facilitation of the annual 
WCEA Catholic Identity survey) 

 
3. Training and mentoring new Religion teachers. 

 
4. Monitoring the professional development of veteran Religion teachers through classroom observation and 

tracking their progress in completing Religion certification in a timely manner. 
 

5. Evaluating and selecting Religion textbook series as well as Family Life/Human Sexuality textbook series 
 

6. Organizing school-wide celebrations of the liturgical year, patron saints feast day, Holy Days of 
Obligation, and other celebrations of the sacraments 

 
7. Creating and maintaining the signs and symbols of Catholic faith throughout the school’s physical plant 

(especially in classrooms and other public places) 
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Elementary School Religion Coordination Check List 
 
 

Name of School School Year 
 
 
 

Principal Religion Coordinator 
 

Please complete this checklist by identifying the person(s) responsible for each task. If a faculty member other than 
the Principal or Religion Coordinator is responsible for certain tasks, please write his/her name. 

 

 
I. Promoting a Knowledge of the Faith 

Principal 

( ) 

R. C. 

( ) 
Other 

Faculty 

A. Oversee catechetical training of teachers through Archdiocesan 
Religion Certification Program. 

   

B. Schedule and keep records of teacher attendance at Religion in- 
services (on and off-campus) in order to ensure timely completion of 
Basic Religion Certification and Recertification. 

   

C. Evaluate school’s Religion program through the completion of 
WASC/WCEA Religion In-Depth process. 

   

D. Design and implement K-8 Religion curriculum that is consistent with 
Archdiocesan guidelines (curriculum content, learning outcomes, and 
approved textbooks). 

   

E. Design and implement K-8 Family Life/Human Sexuality curriculum 
that is consistent with Archdiocesan guidelines (curriculum content, 
learning outcomes, and approved textbooks). 

   

F. Coordinate ACRE testing for Grades 5 and 8.    

G. Observe Religion classes annually at each grade level. Verification 
that Religion time allotments are being met in order to ensure that 
Religion learning outcomes are achieved. 

   

H. Mentor new Religion teachers (course content, provide catechetical 
and doctrinal resources, and teaching methods). 

   

 
II. Fostering Authentic Christian Community 

Principal 

( ) 

R. C. 

( ) 
Other 

Faculty 

A. Collaborate with parish Religious Education Program regarding joint 
programs for student and/or parent faith formation. 

   

B. Facilitate the design/implementation of efforts which foster a lived 
sense of Christian community in all areas of the school program 
(academics, athletics, fine and performing arts, Christian conduct of 
students and staff). 

   

C. Coordinate the display of various signs/symbols of Catholic faith in 
classrooms, hallways, school entrance, and other visible areas of the 
school plant. 

   

D. Assist pastor, as needed and appropriate, in attending to the pastoral 
needs of faculty, students, and parents. 
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III. Catholic Spirituality & Worship 

Principal 

( ) 

R. C. 

( ) 

 
Other Faculty 

A. Plan annual faculty retreat and/or regularly scheduled 
opportunities for faculty prayer services. 

   

B. Oversee the preparation for and assessment of the 
effectiveness of school masses, prayer services, 
Reconciliation services, daily opening and closing of school 
prayers, celebrations of the school’s patron saint(s). 

   

C. Coordinate celebrations of the various seasons, holy days and 
feast days of the Liturgical Year through liturgies, prayer 
services, and decoration of the campus with appropriate signs 
and symbols. 

   

D. Coordinate (with parish Director of Religious Education) the 
implementation of sacramental preparation programs that are 
consistent with Archdiocesan guidelines. 

   

 
IV. Service to Others 

Principal 

( ) 

R. C. 

( ) 

 
Other Faculty 

A. Coordinate the implementation of various age-appropriate 
service projects within and beyond the school and parish 
communities. 

   

B. Integrate the principles Catholic Social Teachings across the 
various academic areas. 

   

C. Oversee Mission Awareness program.    

D. Integrate Vocation awareness concepts and programs in each 
grade level of Religion curriculum. 

   

E. Identify ways of helping students see the connection between 
service projects and the Gospel message. 

   

V. Implementation of Partners in Faith: Parish, School ….and 
Family 

Principal 

( ) 

R. C. 

( ) 
Other Faculty 

A. “To understand the parochial school as a ministry of the 
whole parish” 

   

B. “To form a school community in which teachers, 
administrators, parents and priests work together to model 
Christian faith” 

   

C. “To integrate parochial school students and families into the 
life of worship in the parish” 

   

D. “To integrate the parish and school communities into a 
common community of compassion and service in Christ” 

   

E. “To enhance adult faith formation among school parents and 
assist parents in their role as primary teachers of faith” 
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Basic Certification 
Policies & Procedures 

 
1. All benefit eligible elementary school teachers of the Archdiocese of San Francisco are required to complete 

the requirements for Basic Religion Certification by the end of their second year of full-time employment. 
Until this is achieved, new teachers will be allowed to teach Religion on a probationary basis throughout their 
participation in the Basic Religion Certification Program. 

 
2. Basic Religion Certification is earned through the completion of the on-line STEP program offered by Notre 

Dame University. This seven week course is offered twice a year. Alternatively, one may complete 
Franciscan University Catechetical Institute’s Foundations course 

 

3. Teachers who have earned Basic Religion Certification should begin to attend Religion Recertification in- 
services as soon as possible in order to meet program requirements and deadlines. 

 
 

4. Teachers who do not earn Basic Religion Certification by the end of their second year of full time employment 
will be required to work with the principal, religion coordinator and Assistant Superintendent for Faith 
Formation and Religious Instruction on an action plan clearly outlining the expectations for completion of 
certification. 

 

5. Pending the approval of the Assistant Superintendent for Faith Formation and Religious Instruction, new 
teachers may be allowed to have some or all of these Basic Religion Certification inservices waived. Some 
options include: 

• Certification from another diocese 
• A bachelor of arts degree in Theology, Religious Education or other similar coursework 

awarded by a Roman Catholic college or university 
• Extensive undergraduate/graduate work successfully completed at a Roman Catholic 

college or university 
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Welcome to STEP at the University of Notre Dame. We look forward to serving the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco Department of Catholic Schools by providing adult faith formation designed specifically for 
Catholic School personnel. The following information will guide you in registering and prepare you for a 
successful introductory STEP course experience. 

 

 
 
 

 
For more information, please contact: 

Mrs. Carol Grewal 
Associate Superintendent Department of Catholic Schools 
grewalc@sfarch.org 

 
 

How To Register 
1. Go to https://mcgrath.nd.edu/ 
2. Click on “Course Registration.” 
3. Click on “Catalog of Courses.” 
4. Click on “Catholic Faith and Tradition for 

School Teachers.” 
5. Click on “Register Now.” 
6. Click on the drop-down box next to "Choose 

Course Section" to select desired session 
dates and click “Continue.” 

7. On the OPTIONS page, select “Standard Fee” 
and click "Continue." 

8. On the SHOPPING CART page, click 
"Proceed to Checkout." 

9. On the ADDRESS page, enter your name, 
address and required fields and click 
"Continue Unregistered." 

10. On the PAYMENT METHODS page, 
provide required payment information. 

11. On the BUYER INFO page, provide required 
information and click “Review Your Order.” 

12. On the REVIEW page, look over your order 
information and click “Submit Your Order.” 

13. Lastly, check your email inbox for a receipt to 
confirm that STEP processed your order. 

Catholic Faith & Tradition 
for School Teachers 

7-week course, delivered online 
Week 1: Orientation & Getting Acquainted 
Week 2: Faith Development 

Week 3: Scripture 

Week 4: The Creed — What We Believe 
Week 5: The Church 

Week 6: Sacraments, Liturgy and Prayer 
Week 7: Morality 

 

 

Options for Chat Sessions 
The live chat component of the course is often 
participants’ favorite part of their experience. 
When a group of personnel from the same school 
register for the same course session, they have 
the option of setting up an in-person chat, to be 
held weekly, as an alternative to the on-screen 
chat hosted by the course facilitator. STEP will 
provide chat guides with discussion questions 
related to the weekly unit material. For more 
information and to choose this option, contact 
Carol Grewal. 
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Welcome to The Catechetical Institute of Franciscan University. The Institute is delighted to partner with San 
Francisco’s Department of Catholic Schools in providing a course of on-line presentations/workshops that 
can be used to fulfill the Basic requirements for teacher Religion Certification. 

 

For more information please contact: 
Mrs. Carol Grewal, Associate Superintendent 
Department of Catholic Schools 
Email: grewalc@sfarch.org 

Cost 
The school pays a one-off yearly fee of $300. 
Anyone associated with the subscribing parish or 
school would then be able to use the entire system for 
free. 

What To Do When You Have Completed 
All The Sessions 

Once you have completed ALL sessions, email 
Carol Grewal at grewalc@sfarch.org informing her 
that you have finished the course. She will then 
provide you with a certification of completion of 
your Basic Certification 

What To Expect 
The course is a self-paced program comprised of 8 
workshops that can be completed within one year 
of commencement. Each workshop consists of 
videos, readings and opportunities to reflect on 
what one has heard and seen. There is an 
opportunity to be provided with a mentor. Each 
workshop takes approximately two and a half hours 
to complete. Workshops may be taken in any order. 

How To Register 
1. Go to Franciscanathome.com 

2. Click on “Log In.” 
3. Click on “Create a New Account.” 
4. Complete the Profile. 
5. Click on “My Dashboard” 
6. Click on “Institutional Subscriptions.” 
7. Click on “Sign up for Free." 
8. Complete the “Sign Up for Free”page 
9. Locate the “Institution Tracks." 
10. Click on Basic Certification 
11. The workshop titles beneath "Courses of 

Study" will become clickable after you 
have (a) Started the track and (b) started a  
course within the track. To start a course, click 
on the course name, then click "Start this 
course." 

Basic Certification 
Foundations 

Self-paced course: delivered on-line 
Course 1: The Mission of Catholic Schools 
Course 2: The Basics of Catholic Morality 
Course 3: Pedagogy of Revelation and the Response of 
Faith 
Course 4: An Introduction to the Catechism 
Course 5: Sacremental Economy 
Course 6: Sacred Scripture 
Course 7: The Kerygma 
Course 8: Prayer 
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Religion Recertification 
Policies & Procedures 

 
1. In order to remain current in the professional staff development goals for teaching Religion in a 

Catholic elementary school in the Archdiocese of San Francisco, all teachers are required to renew their 
Religion Certification every three years. 

 

2. Religion Recertification is earned by the attendance at and participation in after school inservices ( 9 
topics which are one and one-half hours in length) sponsored by the Department of Catholic Schools 
that cover the following topics: 

 
 

Church Christology Morality 
Prayer & Liturgy Sacraments Pedagogy 
Elective Scripture Catholic Social Teaching 

 
3. Teachers who do not renew their Religion Recertification within the three year time line of full time 

employment will be required to work with the principal, religion coordinator and Assistant 
Superintendent for Faith Formation and Religious Instruction on an action plan clearly outlining the 
expectations for completion of recertification. 

 

4. Religion recertification credit may be earned through attendance at inservices sponsored by the 
Department of Catholic Schools. Teachers are also encouraged to utilize the following alternative 
means of completing the requirements for Religion Recertification: 

• Inservices sponsored by the Archdiocesan Office of Religious Education and 
Youth Ministry 

• Santa Clara Faith Formation Conference (November) 
• Los Angeles Religious Education Congress 
• Local school and parish sponsored workshops and retreats 
• Coursework or workshops sponsored by Roman Catholic colleges or 

universities 
• Webinars 

 
5. The Department of Catholic Schools keeps records of teacher attendance at all Archdiocesan sponsored 

Religion in-services through the website www.crtis.org. It is the responsibility of the local school site 
(principal and/or Religion coordinator) to register and keep track of their teachers’ completion of this 
requirement by reviewing individual records on CRTIS. 

 

6. Teachers are expected to arrive on time for each inservice and to participate in the full allotted agenda 
time in order to receive credit for certification. 

 

7. Religion certification records of teachers who leave employment at Archdiocesan Catholic schools will 
be retained. 
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Pathways to Recertification 
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Creating an Event on CRTIS 
 

Every Religion Coordinator, or their designee, has the ability to create Events and Sessions in CRTIS for 
school and parish workshops, retreats, etc. There is a very specific process that must be followed when 
creating these Events and Sessions. I have listed the steps below. Please take some time to review them. I 
have put an asterisk next to the two steps that are most often forgotten. Without these steps taking place, your 
teachers will not receive credit for the classes or workshops they are taking at your parish and/or school. 

Step One: An Event is created in CRTIS. 
Religion Coordinators, or their designees, can create Events in CRTIS. 

Step Two: At least one Session is created in CRTIS. 

Each Recertification category that applies to the Event must have its own session created in 
CRTIS. Multiple categories cannot apply to a single session. Religion Coordinators, or their 
designees, can create Sessions in CRTIS. 

*Step Three: The Department of Catholic Schools must review and approve the Sessions. 

An email should be sent to Carol Grewal at grewalc@sfarch.org, letting her know that 
Sessions are awaiting her approval. 

Step Four: The school registers their staff for the Sessions. 
Once the Sessions are approved, they will appear in the Registration section of CRTIS. 

Step Five: The Sessions take place. 

All participants who attend the sessions must sign-in as proof of their attendance. 

*Step Six:       The sign-in sheet is sent to the Department of Catholic Schools. 
The sign-in sheet should be scanned and emailed to Carol Grewal at grewalc@sfarch.org. If 
it was not possible to have a sign-in sheet for the event, the Religion Coordinator must email 
DCS to verify that the participant did in fact attend the event. 

 
Step Seven: A member of the DCS must go in and verify the attendance of each participant. 

Using the sign-in sheet, Carol Grewal or Anna Castillo will verify attendance of the 
participants. Until this step is completed, the Sessions will not appear in the participants 
profile as attended. 

Also, remember that when an event has multiple sessions associated with it, each participant should only be 
registered for one session. 
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GETTING CREDIT FOR VIEWING /PARTICIPATING IN A WEBINAR 

FOR RECERTIFICATION PURPOSES 
 
 

 
 

Sample Activities 
 

o Mind Map 
Each individual or small group will develop a mindmap, cluster map or picture 

highlighting the major concepts in the video. 
 

o 3-2-1 
This activity is very quick First have teachers write three facts they learned 

about the topic. Next, two questions they still have about the topic that might 
not have been covered in the webinar. Finally, have teachers write one opinion 

they have about the material. 
 

o Answer Questions 
Answer prepared questions 

 
o Summary 

Share a summary of the webinar and what they learned 
 

o Apply 
Have teachers record how they would apply the information learned in the 

webinar to their classroom practice 

 
 

■ List the outcomes of viewing the webinar you expect from your faculty 
 

■ Submit proof of engagement and proof of achievement of outcomes     
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Kindergarten to 8th Grade Religion Curriculum 
 

Introduction 
 

It is not unreasonable to expect that graduates of Catholic elementary schools have an age-appropriate 
knowledge of the major aspect of the Church’s doctrines, moral teachings, sacramental and spiritual life. 
The Religion guidelines (available in electronic format and hard copy format) will guide programs in the 
design of Religion curriculum, the selection of appropriate textbooks, and the training of catechists. 

 
These concepts were identified in language suited for those adults who are primarily responsible for 
Religious Education curriculum and instruction. These concepts are to be used in the following manner: 

 
• For use by parish and school personnel in the selection and evaluation of catechetical textbooks 
• For use by individual grade level teachers in order to ensure that the concepts, irregardless of 

whatever Religion textbook is in usage are covered at the grade level of instruction to 
which they have been assigned 

 
These concepts, along with effective teaching techniques, are presented in age-appropriate language in the 
textbooks approved by the Department of Catholic Schools in collaboration with the Archbishop. 

 
It is very important that Principals and Religion Coordinators, and teachers understand the meaning of each 
concept at each level of religious instruction. 

 
The Organization of the Outcomes 

 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church has proven to be an invaluable resource for those entrusted with 
catechetical leadership and ministry. Because of the comprehensive nature of the Catechism, we have 
decided to base our Elementary School Religion Curriculum on its contents. At each grade level, Religion 
learning outcomes have been organized according to the four parts of the Catechism: 

 
Part One: The Profession of Faith 
These outcomes reflect students’ knowledge of God’s salvific and gradual revelation of love to the human 
race, and the human response of faith. Primary among these outcomes is students’ awareness of 
their Baptismal call to live in the love of the one God who is three Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
Part Two: The Celebration of the Christian Mystery 
These outcomes reflect students’ knowledge of how the sacramental and liturgical life of the Church make 
present the saving action of Christ’s Paschal Mystery and the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Part Three: Life in Christ 
These outcomes reflect students’ awareness of the ultimate human vocation: living a life of holiness. An 
emphasis on the Church’s moral teachings, the Beatitudes, and the Ten Commandments are 
reflected at various levels of the elementary curriculum. 

 
Part Four: Christian Prayer 
These outcomes reflect students’ awareness of the importance of prayer as an essential means for their 
growth in the Christian life. The rich heritage of Catholic spirituality and the various prayer forms of 
the Church are emphasized throughout the curriculum. A special focus is given to the Lord’s 
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Religious Education Textbooks 

General Guidelines 
Only the textbooks series listed in the annually published Archdiocesan Approval List for Religion Textbooks are to be 
used as basic texts for elementary schools. ( see appendix) 

Program and textbook evaluation normally occurs in the spring semester. The selection process for adoption of new 
Religion textbooks should include the needs and sensibilities of the local student population and the abilities of the 
teaching staff. 

The following section from the Sharing the Light of Faith: The National Catechetical Directory, gives some important 
general guidelines for textbook selection: 

Textbooks …must present the authentic and complete message of Christ and His Church, adapted to the capacity 
of the learners, with balanced emphasis proportionate to the importance of particular truths. Modern texts do 
more that present information…. [they] can foster learning and stimulate—or discourage—interest. 

 
Teachers’ manuals are essential components of any textbook series. They should contain an 
explanation of the message of salvation…psychological and pedagogical advice and suggestions about 
method. Manuals or developed notes for parents should accompany any materials designed for 
children. 

…They should provide for variety in worship and students. In catechizing older children…the Bible 
should be used as a text for study along with other textbooks. 

Although the choice of a Religion textbook series is such an important decision, the Religion teacher’s example and 
catechetical skill is a far more important factor in the students’ mastery of course materials. Priority should be given to 
the preparation, certification, and continuing mentoring/training of Religion teachers. 

 
In considering the adoption of a particular textbook series, it is recommended that the entire series be reviewed as a 
whole and not just one book at a particular level. Care must be taken to ensure that the textbooks are in alignment, in 
terms of content scope and sequence, with local archdiocesan curriculum guidelines. A properly articulated Religion 
curriculum will guarantee that in the course of the students' school year they will receive a total and systematic catechesis 
covering all the essential elements of Catholic faith and life. 

 
In considering the adoption of a textbook series, it is recommended that evaluation be focused on four aspects: 

 
Content 

Textbooks at each level should include information from the perspective of the four parts of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church: 

 
• Part One: The Profession of Faith (basic creedal beliefs) 
• Part Two: The Celebration of the Christian Mystery (sacraments) 
• Part Three: Life in Christ (Catholic morality) 
• Part Four: Christian Prayer (Catholic spirituality and prayer) 

 
In addition to these, information and/or teaching methods should at each level correspond to the four key aspects 
of Catholic Education as outlined by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ pastoral message, To 
Teach as Jesus Did: 
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• Word--a focus on the Scripture as a basis for Catholic beliefs 
• Community—a focus that heighten students’ awareness of the Church and the importance of Christian 

community 
• Service—a focus that helps students to identify their talents and abilities and the call to use these to better 

the Church and the world 
• Worship—a focus that introduces students to the sacramental and liturgical life of the Church as well as 

the teaching of traditional prayers as well a variety of prayer forms 
 

The mystery of Jesus Christ should be clearly seen as the center from which all other content emerges. The content 
should include various methods for assessing students’ comprehension and retention of essential Catholic 
doctrines. 

 

Format 
Consideration of the textbooks’ layout, style, readability, broad cultural representation, and quality of graphics is 
important. The National Catechetical Directory points out: 

 
Graphics…can foster learning and stimulate, or discourage, interest. The graphics in catechetical texts must be 
in the best tradition of Christian art, chosen with sensitivity to the age, psychological development, intellectual 
capacity, and backgrounds of learners. 

 
Assistance for the Teacher 

The teachers’ manual that accompanies the text is very important. It provides the teacher with background doctrinal 
information as well as a number of catechetically sound teaching techniques designed to engage students’ imagination 
and enhance their learning at each grade level. 

 
Resources for Parent/Family Involvement 

Research shows that the effectiveness of religious instruction depends on the level of the family’s faith life at home. 
These resources should be user-friendly and encourage parental participation in the discussions and presentations 
children are experiencing in their Religion classes. These activities, if used effectively at home, can deepen the parent- 
child bond as help both deepen their faith in Christ. 

The following Religion textbooks have been approved by the Department of Catholic Schools for use in Religious 
Education programs in the Catholic schools of the Archdiocese of San Francisco. Texts that do not appear on this list 
have not been approved, have not yet been reviewed, or are older editions no longer in publication. This list is updated 
in the Spring semester annually. 
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Family Life/Human Sexuality Education 
Introduction—Unhealthy Messages 

 
It is an unfortunate reality of our day that our children are bombarded with about sexuality through 
the media of television, movies, the music industry and advertising. Despite their best efforts, 
parent and teachers know they cannot completely shield children from these messages and their 
consequences. Giving children the values and skills they need to question these negative messages, 
and the sinful assumptions on which these are often based, is more important than ever. 

It is vitally important that children learn about the Church’s teachings about human sexuality. 
Of course such instruction must be done in a manner sensitive to their various developmental 
abilities and limitations. The goal of such instruction, at home and in the Catholic school is to 
assist children in their formation into faith-filled adults whose relationships with others will be 
healthy and chaste. 

 
The Role of Parents 
The Church rightfully teaches that parents are the primary educators of their children. Teaching 
children about the Good News of Jesus, showing them how to respond in faith to God’s love, and 
giving them hope in the promise of salvation from sin and death, are primary responsibilities of 
parenting. Given the many challenges our children face in these fast-paced times, the role parents 
play is more important than ever. 

In the areas of relationships and sexuality, the educational role of parents is primary. It is from 
parents that children first respond to God’s loving call, first learn how to love others, to forgive 
others, to challenge others to do what is right, and to be committed to others despite the costs. 
Regarding the explanation of intimate details of human sexuality and the Church’s teachings about 
chastity, parents have the primary teaching role. This has been explicitly proclaimed in Church 
teachings from papal decrees, ecumenical councils, Vatican congregations and secretariats, the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, and our own Archbishop. 

 
The Role of the Church 
The Church assists parents in this vital role in a number of ways. Over the course of its history the 
Church has prayerfully developed a healthy vision of the meaning and purpose of human sexuality. 
Such teachings give Catholics a holistic perspective on the sacred nature of human sexuality. These 
teachings proclaim the dignity of the human person “made in the image and likeness of God.” 
These teaching reaffirm the reality that a person’s sexuality is a major component of his/her 
spiritual, psychological, and physical makeup. In particular, the Church prophetically reminds us 
sexual intercourse finds its authentic expression only within the context of marriage. Because it is 
a powerful expression of the unity of husband and wife, and the means through which new human 
life is conceived, sexual intercourse is a sacred gift and a major responsibility. 

The local parish is the community of faith where families meet to worship and encounter God, 
primarily through the celebration of the Eucharist and the other sacraments. The graces received 
and friendships established through active participation in the local parish give parents the strength 
and guidance they need to pass Catholic faith to their children. 
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The Role of Catholic Schools 
The Church calls upon Catholic schools to assist parents not only in developing their children’s 
intellectual ability, but also in their formation as people of faith that live and act under the light 
of the Gospel. 

To this end, the Church calls Catholic schools to teach students about its moral teachings in a 
number of areas. This includes moral teachings about human sexuality. Unlike “sex education” 
curricula in other educational settings, Catholic schools are called to place any discussion about 
human sexuality within the context of Christian values. The Church calls upon Catholic schools 
to reinforce its teachings about sexual morality and the promotion of the virtue of chastity. 

 
Family Life/Human Sexuality Education 
Since 1980, the Department of Catholic Schools, in conformity with the United States Bishops’ 
document, To Teach as Jesus Did: A Pastoral Message on Catholic Education, has directed that 
all Catholic schools adopt a Family Life/Human Sexuality curriculum as part of their Religion 
programs. Such programs must be in conformity with Catholic doctrines and sound catechetical 
principals. 

Church teaching has consistently promoted the primacy of the parents’ responsibility to discuss 
the intimate details about human sexuality with their children. This discussion must be done in 
an age-appropriate way and must be done in a manner that reflects the child’s sense of modesty. 
That being said, the Church also allows Catholic schools to assist parent in this discussion, 
primarily in the areas of morality and chastity. Only with the parents’ prior consent and 
collaboration are Catholic schools allowed to have any age-appropriate discussions regarding 
human anatomy and sexuality in the classrooms. The Church also insists that great care must be 
given to the adoption of catechetical material that focuses on Family Life/Human sexuality. 
Instruction in this area must be done within the larger context on Church teachings regarding the 
nature, purpose, and moral aspects of human sexuality. 

 
Department of Catholic Schools Policies 
Since 1980 it has been the policy of the Department of Catholic Schools that every Catholic 
school include in all levels of its Religion program a Family Life/Human Sexuality component. 
It is the expectation of the Department of Catholic Schools that the implementation of such a 
program be done with the collaboration and consent of the pastor and school parent community. 
Parents who prefer to be the sole teachers of their children about the intimate details of human 
sexuality should be allowed to withdraw their children’s participation in the school’s Family Life 
Program. Such students should not receive any academic penalty for this exercise of their 
parents’ rights. We hope that parents, who do choose to withdraw their children from these 
programs, will take the time to have constructive and age-appropriate discussion about human 
sexuality with their children. It is also our expectation that all parents, whether or not they have 
allowed their children to participate in Family Life/Human Sexuality Education, support their 
schools’ efforts in this regard. 

The following pertains to the adoption of Family Life/Human Sexuality textbooks. After the 
publication of  the Catechism  of the  Catholic Church,  the  bishops established  an “ad  hoc” 
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committee of bishops that begun a rigorous review of Religion textbook series in order to evaluate 
their conformity with the doctrines of the Catholic Church. Family Life/Human Sexuality 
textbooks have also been part of this review. Only those Family Life/Human Sexuality textbooks 
that have been approved by this committee, and approved by the Archbishop of San Francisco, are 
to be used in Catholic schools in this Archdiocese. 

 
Conclusion 
The education of the children parents have entrusted into our care is a great privilege and honor. 
Catholic school administrators and teachers take seriously the Church’s teaching that parent are 
the primary educators of their children. The Catholic school, in fulfillment of the ministry to 
which the Church has called it, is called to assist parents in their primary educative role. In a 
time where children are being bombarded with unhealthy, un-Christian, and immoral messages 
about sexuality, the Department of Catholic Schools maintains that students are served best when 
parents and schools collaborate in their instruction about human sexuality and chastity. 

 
May, 2018 
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Sacramental Preparation 
Directives for First Confession and First Communion 

 
Background 

Shortly after the Second Vatican Council, experiments were undertaken which postponed the reception of 
first Confession until some time after the reception of first Holy Communion (usually at about age 7). The 
reasons which underlay such experiments were psychological (a later reception of Penance corresponds to 
the developmental process of the child) and theological (only persons conscious of mortal sin are required to 
receive the sacrament of Penance; since mortal sin is unlikely or even impossible for young children, 
Confession cannot be required of them. 

 
Early on negative features of this pastoral practice were alleged, especially the experience in some areas that 
failure to introduce children to Confession at the same early age as Holy Communion meant that for a 
significant number the reception of Penance was delayed or ignored altogether. 

 
With a variety of responses, statements and circular letters, the Holy See addressed this situation, calling 
attention to the traditional practice of receiving Confession before First Communion as the mandatory 
pastoral practice of the Church. 

 
In 1978 Pope Paul VI said in an ad limina address to a group of American bishops, “Another important 
aspect of the penitential discipline of the Church is the practice of first confession before first communion. 
Our appeal here is that the norms of the Apostolic See not be emptied of their meaning by contrary practice.” 
(Origins, May 4, 1978, p. 724). 

 
Both the subsequent Code of Canon Law, published in 1983, and the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(1992) speak of this practice as a settled matter: 

• Canon 914: “It is the responsibility, in the first place, of parents and those who take the place of parents as 
well as of the pastor to see that children who have reached the use of reason are correctly prepared and are 
nourished by the divine food as early as possible, preceded by sacramental confession…” 

• CCC, no. 1457: “Children must go to the sacrament of Penance before receiving Holy Communion for the 
first time.” 

 
 

Sacramental Practice in the Archdiocese of San Francisco 
For practical guidance, then, one may use the following guidelines: 

• Preparation for and reception of First Confession would generally take place in grade two, followed by 
preparation for and reception of First Communion, either in grade two (second semester) or in grade three. 

• The judgment about which choice to make should be made on the basis of parish resources, the number of 
children, and the time needed for adequate preparation of both the children and their parents. 

• The practice followed up to this point in some parishes, of delaying the reception of First Confession until 
grade four (or some other time after First Communion) should be discontinued, and replaced by either of the 
above two options. 

• Children who are well prepared for Confession generally welcome the opportunity (and the attention given 
to them!). Occasionally parents indicate that they think their children are “too young” (too nervous, etc.) for 
Confession. In such cases, after due pastoral discernment, delay of both Confession and Communion for the 
child in an individual instance might be the most suitable option. 
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The traditional pastoral norm that no one is required to confess their sins unless they are conscious of mortal 
sin is sometimes cited as a rationale for not requiring children to make their first Confession, since it seems 
unlikely or impossible that they might be in the state of mortal sin. While the individual conscience must be 
respected, this rationale cannot be used to justify a general practice contrary to the traditional practice of the 
Church, which proposed the celebration of the sacrament of Reconciliation as means of spiritual growth in 
the grace of conversion, and in the experience of forgiveness and reconciliation even of venial sins. 

 

Conclusion 
In my judgment, the faithful of the Church, especially in a time of such great mobility as our own, and of 
catechesis which is often too random, will be better served by a uniform policy on First Confession and First 
Communion throughout the Archdiocese. In this way, too, the phenomenon of children “falling through the 
cracks” in this matter, and never having gone to Confession before their Confirmation, or even into 
adulthood, should be lessened. 
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ACRE Testing 
 

Acre Testing is administered to students in grades five and eight in May. 
 

The 2013 NCEA IFG: ACRE edition was developed to accomplish four tasks: 
 

1. To serve as a tool for assessing the effectiveness of catechetical/religious education 
programs 

2. To summarize how well students in grade 5 (Level 1), grades 8–9 (Level 2), and grades 
11–12 (Level 3) have learned the basic teachings of the Catholic church in the preceding 
years 

3. To assess the religious beliefs, attitudes, practices, and perceptions of students in these 
grades 

4. To provide information about areas of strength in catechetical/religious education programs 
as well as areas of weakness that may need additional attention or improvement. 

 
Materials can be ordered from the NCEA website (NCEA.ORG) under the “Learn” tab 
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Resources 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Webinars 

• NCEA 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPdeAEzSuFOGkz8wLPjO_IQvg2ROa6K-- 

Prayer Sources: 

Catholic Principal Councils https://cpco.on.ca/index.php?cID=421 

Praying Each Day http://www.prayingeachday.org/reflect.html 

 

 

CTN 

 

and professional use. 

 

Ascension Press 

Jonathon Doyle 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVQu_ro0TOktMT-dms8G6xQ 
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Online Spirituality Resources: 
 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
www.usccb.org 
(for daily readings, catechetical resources, etc.) 

 
Jesuits: Daily Readings, Reflections, and Prayer 
www.jesuitprayer.org 

 
Sacred Space, an Irish Jesuit prayer website 
www.sacredspace.ie 

 
Pray-A-You-Go 
A daily prayer session, designed for use on portable MP3 players, to help you pray whenever you find 
time, but particularly while traveling to and from work, study, etc. 
www.pray-as-you-go.org 

 
Loyola Press (Faith Formation, Catechetical, and Spirituality resources) 
www.loyolapress.com 

 
Online Service, Social commentary, and Social Justice Resources: 

 
Busted Halo, an online magazine for spiritual seekers 
www.bustedhalo.org 

 
National Catholic Reporter, an Independent News Source 
www.ncronline.org 

 
Education for Justice, a project of Center of Concern 
www.educationforjustice.org 

 
Catholic Charities of St. Paul and Minneapolis 
www.cctwincities.org/CatholicSocialTeachingResources 

 
Ignatian Solidarity Network, a national social justice network inspired by the spirituality of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola 
www.ignatiansolidarity.net 
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Conformity Listing of Catechetical Texts and Series 
Archdiocese of San Francisco 

Department of Catholic Schools & the Office of Faith Formation 
 

 

Title Publisher Specifics 
Pre-School Series 
Allelu! Growing and Celebrating with Jesus (3, 4, 5, and  K) Our Sunday Visitor S/P&TM/CM ©2010, 2011, 2012 
Allelu! Growing and Celebrating with Jesus (3, 4, 5, and  K) Our Sunday Visitor S/P&CM ©2019 
Allelu! Growing and Celebrating with Jesus, Ages 3-4  (PreK-3) Our Sunday Visitor TM&CM ©2019 
Allelu! Growing and Celebrating with Jesus, Ages 4-5  (PreK-4) Our Sunday Visitor TM&CM ©2019 
Allelu! Growing and Celebrating with Jesus,  Kindergarten Our Sunday Visitor TM&CM ©2019 
Christ Our Life: God Loves Us (Ages  5-6/Kindergarten Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM ©2019 
Finding God: Our Response to God's Gifts (Ages 4 to  6) Loyola Press S, TM/CM ©2018 
God Made Everything (ages 3 and  4) Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM ©2008, 2010, 2019 
Pflaum Gospel Weeklies: What the Church  Believes Pflaum Publishing Group S/P, TM ©2010, ©2018 
and Teaches (Student Handbook)  (3,4) 

 
Elementary Series: School and Parish 
Alive In Christ Our Sunday Visitor S&TM/P&CM © 2014 
Alive In Christ (7-8) Our Sunday Visitor S&TM/P&CM © 2014 
Alive In Christ Young Adolescents (7-8) Our Sunday Visitor P&CM © 2019 
Be My Disciples (1-6) RCL Benziger P&CM © 2023, 2013; S&TM © 2014 
Be My Disciples (7-8) 

God’s Promise in the Old Testament 
Christ in the New Testament 
Christ Reveals God’s Mystery 
Christ in the Liturgy 
Life in Christ Jesus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
RCL Benziger 

S&TM/P&CM 
© 2019 
© 2014 
© 2014 
© 2014 
© 2014 

Blest Are We Faith in Action  Kindergarten RCL Benziger S/P&TM/CM ©2019 
Blest Are We Faith in Action School Edition  (1-8) RCL Benziger S&TM ©2018 
Blest Are We Faith in Action Parish Edition  (1-8) RCL Benziger P&CM ©2019 
Christ In Us, K-6 William H. Sadlier, Inc. S&TM, P&CM ©2021 
Christ Our Life: The New Evangelization Edition  (1-8) Loyola Press S/P, TM&CM ©2016 
Discover! Finding Faith in Life (Grades  1-5) Saint Mary’s Press S © 2020/ P © 2019 
Faith Fusion: Knowing, Loving, and Serving Christ in  the Our Sunday Visitor S/P&TM/CM ©2016 
Catholic Church (3-5) 
Family Formation Home Lessons and Classroom Lessons  (K-6) Family Formation S / CM ©2019 
Finding God (7-8) Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM ©2007, © 2014 

As of July 2021 the following texts and series have been found to be in 
conformity with the 

 
Catechism of the Catholic Church by the Subcommittee on the Catechism, United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops and the Archdiocese of San Francisco for use in Parishes and Catholic Schools 
 

***Materials ten years or older are not accepted as approval with the Archdiocese of San Francisco 
 

***NEW INFORMATION ITEM: As a matter of clarification, the Subcommittee on the Catechism does not currently review the following 
components in catechetical programs that may be found on this list: videos, parent and sponsor materials, websites (other than the USCCB, Vatican 

and the publisher’s own website), digital libraries and any other materials listed on the letter on eligibility and applicability ( 
http://www.usccb.org/about/evangelization-and-catechesis/subcommittee-on-catechism/conformity-review/upload/NEW-Letter-on- Criteria-and-

Applicability.pdf ) 
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Finding God: Our Response to God’s Gifts  (1-6) Loyola Press S&TM, P&CM ©2005, ©2013, ©2021 
Image of God (Pre-K-4) Ignatius Press S&TM © 2014 
Image of God Series, Grades 5-8 and  Confirmation Ignatius Press S/P & TM/CM © 2019 
Spirit of Truth (K-8) School Edition Sophia Institute for Teachers S/P ©2017 
Spirit of Truth (K-8) Parish Edition Sophia Institute for Teachers S/P ©2018 
We Believe, Catholic Identity  Edition William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P ©2015 
We Believe Series, We Live Our Faith  (7-8) William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&TM/CM ©2007, 2016 
   
High School Texts 
The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth,  Third  Edition Saint Mary’s Press S/P © 2013 
The New Testament: The Good News of Jesus  Christ Saint Mary’s Press S ©2012 
The Old Testament: Our Call to Faith and  Justice Ave Maria Press S ©2005, ©2013 
   
High School Doctrinal Framework Texts [the Secondary Level Protocol was approved as a review instrument by the Subcommittee on the Catechism in April 2011] 

Becoming Disciples: What It Means to Follow Jesus  Today Dynamic Catholic ©2018 (Framework Core Course III) 
The Body of Christ: The Church Veritas Communications ©2014 (Framework Core Course IV) 
The Catholic Church: Offering the Love, Healing, and Joy of God to the 
People of Every Age 

 
Dynamic Catholic 

 
©2018 (Framework Core Course IV) 

Catholic Social Teaching: Christian Life in  Society Saint Mary’s Press ©2012 (Framework Elective C) 
Christian Morality: Our Response to God’s  Love Saint Mary’s Press ©2012 (Framework Core Course VI) 
Church History: Apostolic Times to  Today Saint Mary's Press ©2013 (Framework Elective B) 
The Church: Christ in the World Today, Second  Edition Saint Mary's Press ©2016 (Framework Core Course IV) 
The Church: Foundations and  Mission Saint Mary's Press ©2020 (Framework Core Course IV) 
The Church Our Story Ave Maria Press ©2013 (Framework Core Course IV) 
The Church: Sacrament of  Salvation Midwest Theological Forum ©2010, 2012 (Framework Core Course IV) 
Ecumenical and Interreligious  Dialogue Veritas Communications ©2019 (Framework Elective E) 
Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue, Semester  Edition Midwest Theological Forum ©2020 (Framework Elective E) 
Encountering Christ in the Sacraments Veritas Communications ©2015 (Framework Core Course V) 
Encountering Jesus: Discovering His Invitation to Live Life to the  Fullest Dynamic Catholic ©2018 (Framework Course Course II) 
Exploring Sacred Scripture Veritas Communications ©2018 (Framework Elective Course A) 
Exploring the Bible: An Introduction to the Living Word of  God Dynamic Catholic ©2018 (Framework Core Course I) 
Faith and Revelation: Knowing God Through Sacred  Scripture Midwest Theological Forum ©2009, 2012 (Framework Core Course I) 
Foundations of Catholic Social  Teaching Ave Maria Press ©2015 (Framework Elective C) 
God's Word Revealed in Sacred  Scripture Veritas Communications ©2013 (Framework Core Course I) 
The History of the Church Midwest Theological Forum ©2010, 2013 (Framework Elective B) 
The History of the Catholic Church Ave Maria Press ©2020 (Framework Elective Course B) 
The History of the Catholic Church Veritas Communications ©2019 (Framework Elective Course B) 
Jesus and the Church: One, Holy, Catholic, and  Apostolic Ave Maria Press ©2014 (Framework Core Course IV) 
Jesus Christ and the New Testament Saint Mary's Press ©2019 (Framework Core Course II) 
Jesus Christ: God’s Love Made Visible, Second  Edition Saint Mary's Press ©2015 (Framework Core  Course II) 
Jesus Christ: God’s Revelation to the World, Second  Edition Ave Maria Press ©2016 (Framework Core Course I) 
Jesus Christ: His Mission and Ministry, Second  Edition Ave Maria Press ©2017 (Framework Core Course II) 
Jesus Christ: Source of Our Salvation, Second  Edition Ave Maria Press ©2017 (Framework Core Course III) 
Living and Loving as Disciples of  Christ Veritas Communications ©2015 (Framework Core Course VI) 
Living as a Disciple of Jesus in  Society Veritas Communications ©2018 (Framework Elective C) 
The Living Word: The Revelation of God’s  Love Saint Mary's Press ©2015 (Framework Core Course I) 
Meeting Jesus in the Sacraments, Second  Edition Ave Maria Press ©2018 (Framework Core Course V) 
The Mission of Jesus Christ (The Paschal  Mystery) Verbum ©2017 (Framework Core Course III) 
Morality and God's Love Saint Mary's Press ©2021 (Framework Core Course VI) 
Our Moral Life in Christ Midwest Theological Forum ©2009, 2013 (Framework Core Course VI) 
The Mystery of Redemption and Christian  Discipleship Midwest Theological Forum ©2014 (Framework Core Course III) 
The Paschal Mystery and the  Gospels Saint Mary's Press ©2020 (Framework Core Course III) 
The Paschal Mystery: Christ’s Mission of Salvation, Second  Edition Saint Mary's Press ©2016 (Framework Core Course III) 
People of Celebration: Understanding the Genius of the   Sacraments Dynamic Catholic ©2018 (Framework Core Course V) 
The Promised One: Servant and  Savior Veritas Communications ©2014 (Framework Core Course III) 
Responding to the Call of Jesus  Christ Veritas Communications ©2018 (Framework Elective D) 
Revelation and the Old  Testament Saint Mary's Press ©2019 (Framework Core Course I) 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ in  Scripture Verbum ©2016 (Framework Core Course I) 
Sacraments and God's Grace Saint Mary's Press ©2021 (Framework Core Course V) 
The Sacraments: Encounters with  Christ Saint Mary’s Press ©2012 (Framework Core Course V) 
The Sacraments: Source of Our Life in  Christ Midwest Theological Forum ©2009, 2012 (Framework Core Course V) 
Sacred Scripture: A Catholic Study of God's  Word Ave Maria Press ©2013 (Framework Elective A) 
The Social Doctrine of the Catholic  Church Midwest Theological Forum ©2013 (Framework Elective C) 
Son of God and Son of Mary Veritas Communications ©2013 (Framework Core Course II) 
Spirit of Truth: Catholic Social  Teaching Sophia Press ©2020 (Framework Elective C) 
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Spirit of Truth: Christ's Church and World  Religions Sophia Press ©2021 (Framework Elective E) 
Spirit of Truth: The Church is Christ’s Living  Body Sophia Press ©2019 (Framework Core Course IV) 
Spirit of Truth: Encountering Christ Sophia Press ©2019 (Framework Core Course II) 
Spirit of Truth: A Moral Life in  Christ Sophia Press ©2020 (Framework Core Course VI) 
Spirit of Truth: The Paschal Mystery Sophia Press ©2019 (Framework Core Course III) 
Spirit of Truth: Revelation of Christ in  Scripture Sophia Press ©2019 (Framework Core Course I) 
Spirit of Truth: The Sacraments Sophia Press ©2020 (Framework Core Course V) 
Spirit of Truth: Sacred Scripture Sophia Press ©2020 (Framework Elective A) 
This is Our Church: A History of  Catholicism Ave Maria Press ©2013 (Framework Elective B) 
Understanding the Scriptures Midwest Theological Forum ©2010, 2013 (Framework Elective A) 
Vocations and the Universal Call to  Holiness Midwest Theological Forum © 2018 (Framework Elective D) 
Vocations: Answering God's Call Saint Mary's Press ©2013 (Framework Elective D) 
Walking With God: Encountering Jesus in Everyday  Life Dynamic Catholic ©2018 (Framework Core Course VI) 
Your Christian Vocation Ave Maria Press © 2019 (Framework Elective D) 
Your Life in Christ: Foundations of Catholic Morality, Third  Edition Ave Maria Press ©2019 (Framework Core Course VI) 

 
Sacramental Preparation Materials [These materials are only a part of catechetical preparation and do not reflect a complete presentation of all of the elements contained in the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church that should be present in catechetical formation.] 

Believe Celebrate Live  Confirmation William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&TM/CM ©2018 
Believe Celebrate Live Reconciliation  (Primary) William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&TM/CM ©2017 
Believe Celebrate Live Eucharist  (Primary) William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&TM/CM ©2017 
Believe Celebrate Live Reconciliation & Eucharist   (Intermediate) William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&TM/CM ©2017 
Called to Mercy Saint Mary's Press S/P ©2018 
Confirmation, Inspired by the  Spirit William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&TM/CM ©2012 
Candidates Handbook (Immediate  Preparation)   
Confirmed in the Spirit (7-9) Loyola Press S/P&TM ©2007, 2013 
Encounter with Christ, Eucharist and  Reconciliation Our Sunday Visitor S/P&TM//CM © 2016 
Eucharist: We Give Thanks and Praise  (Primary) RCL Benziger S/P&TM ©2006, 2015 
Eucharist: We Give Thanks and Praise  (Intermediate) RCL Benziger S/P&TM ©2006, 2015 
Family Formation: First Communion  Preparation Family Formation S/P&TM//CM © 2019 
Family Formation: First Reconciliation  Preparation Family Formation S/P&TM//CM © 2019 
Gifted with the Spirit-Confirmation: Junior High  Edition Pflaum Publishing Group S/P&TM/CM ©2018 
Gifted with the Spirit-Confirmation: Senior High  Edition Pflaum Publishing Group S/P&TM/CM ©2018 
Go Seek Find: Eucharist Saint Mary's Press S/P © 2017 
Go Seek Find: Reconciliation Saint Mary's Press S/P © 2017 
God’s Gift Eucharist (Primary) Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM ©2009, 2016 
God’s Gift Reconciliation  (Primary) Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM ©2009, 2016 
God's Gift Reconciliation and Eucharist  (Intermediate) Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM © 2016 
Meet the Gentle Jesus: First Communion (for children, catechist guide,   fam Liguori Publications P&CM ©2020 
Reconciliation: Pardon and Peace  (primary) RCL Benziger S/P&TM ©2006, 2015 
Reconciliation: Pardon and Peace  (intermediate) RCL Benziger S/P&TM ©2006, 2015 
The Sacrament of Confirmation: A Complete Preparation Course and 
Activities with Parents & Sponsors 

 
Midwest Theological Forum 

 
ST ©2018 

The Sacrament of First Holy  Communion Midwest Theological Forum S/P ©2019 
Signs of Grace: You are Forgiven-Preparing for First  Reconciliation Augustine Institute S/P ©2018 
Signs of Grace: You are Loved-Preparing for First Holy  Communion Augustine Institute S/P ©2018 
Together in Jesus – First Eucharist Pflaum Publishing Group S&TM ©2004, 2011, 2018 
Together in Jesus – First  Reconciliation Pflaum Publishing Group S&TM ©2004, 2011, 2018 

 
Materials in Other Languages 
¡Alelú! Crecer y celebrar con Jesús  (3-4) Our Sunday Visitor S/P&TM/CM © 2012 
Confirmación RCL Benziger S&TM ©2014 
Confirmación: Inspirados por el  Espíritu William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&TM/CM ©2013 
Confirmados en el Espiritu (7-9) Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM ©2007, 2013 
Creemos/We Believe (K-6) William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&CM©2005, 2011, 2017 
Creer • Celebrar • Vivir Reconciliación –  Primaria William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&TM/CM ©2017 
Creer • Celebrar • Vivir La Eucaristía,  Primaria William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&TM/CM ©2017 
Cristo en nosotros  (1-6) William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&TM/CM ©2022 
Don de Dios, la Eucaristía (Primaria) Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM ©2009, 2016 
Don de Dios, la Reconciliación  (Primaria) Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM ©2009, 2016 
Don de Dios, la Reconciliación y Eucaristía  (Intermedio) Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM ©2016 
Encontrando a Dios (Bilingual Edition of Finding God, Ages  4-6) Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM©2018 
Encontrando a Dios (Bilingual Edition of Finding God,  1-8) Loyola Press S/P&TM/CM ©2015 
Encuentro con Cristo Eucaristía y  Reconciliación Our Sunday Visitor S/P & TM/CM ©2017 
Eucaristía: Damos gracias y  alabanza RCL Benziger S/P&TM/CM ©2006, 2015, 2018 
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Faith Fusion: Knowing, Loving, and Serving Christ in  the Our Sunday Visitor S/P & TM/CM ©2016 
Catholic Church (Bilingual Edition,  3-5) 
Mi fe católica: What the Church Believes & Teaches (Pre-K -  8) Pflaum Publishing Group S/P ©2015, ©2018 
Reconciliación: Perdon y Paz RCL Benziger S/P&TM/CM ©2006, 2015 
Reconciliación Perdón y Paz Bilingüe  Intermedia RCL Benziger S/P&TM/CM © 2017 
Relatos del amor de Dios  Kindergarten RCL Benziger S/P & TM ©2012 
Sean Mis Discípulos, 1-6 (Be My Disciples Bilingual  Edition) RCL Benziger P&CM ©2014 
Sean Mis Discípulos: Cristo en el Nuevo Testamento, 
Jr. High (Bilingual Edition) 

RCL Benziger P&CM © 2015 

Sean Mis Discípulos: Cristo en la Liturgia, Jr. High  (Bilingual) RCL Benziger P&CM © 2014 
Sean Mis Discípulos: Cristo Revela el Misterio de Dios, 
Jr. High (Bilingual Edition) 

RCL Benziger P&CM © 2015 

Sean Mis Discípulos: Vida en Cristo Jesus, Jr. High  (Bilingual) RCL Benziger P&CM © 2014 
Ungidos con el Espíritu Pflaum Publishing Group S/P&TM/CM ©2021 
Unidos en Jesús Primera Eucaristía Pflaum Publishing Group S/P&TM ©2004, 2011, 2018 
Unidos en Jesús Primera  Reconciliación Pflaum Publishing Group S/P&TM ©2004, 2012, 2018 
Vivos en Cristo (A-F) Our Sunday Visitor S/P&CM © 2015 

 
 

 


